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VESTCHESTER RESI DENT CONVI CTED ON FEDERAL
MONEY LAUNDERI NG CHARGES TI ED TO DRUG CASE

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that JOSEPH NE TUSANEZA,
a Westchester County resident, was convicted yesterday evening in
Wiite Plains federal court on noney | aundering charges in
connection wth a corrupt bail bond arranged in a Wstchester
County narcotics case. TUSANEZA was convicted foll owi ng a one-
week jury trial

The evidence at trial established that in August 1997,
Mar cos Gonzal ez was arrested on state drug charges in Yonkers in
connection with the seizure of 74 kilogranms of cocaine, and was
thereafter held without bail. In March 1998, a Westchester
County judge ordered Gonzal ez rel eased on a $250, 000 cash or
i nsurance bond. International Fidelity Insurance Conpany
(“I'FIC") posted the bond on March 24, 1998, to secure Gonzal ez’
rel ease. The bail docunents indicated that the insurance bond

was arranged by Robert Berretta, the owner of Associ ated Bai
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Services (“ABS’), a bail bonding business |ocated in the Bronkx,
whi ch was an aut hori zed representative of IFIC in its insurance
bondi ng busi ness.

The docunents al so indicated that TUSANEZA pl edged her
property at 274 Park Hi Il Avenue in Yonkers as collateral for the
bai | bond, which IFIC would have the right to seize in the event
that |FIC was required to forfeit the $250,000 bond it had
posted. Marcos Gonzalez ultinmately was rel eased on bail after
| FI C posted the insurance bond.

The evidence at trial established that in March 1998,
Victor Conzal ez, the brother of Marcos Gonzal ez and the head of a
maj or cocaine trafficking organization in New York, secretly paid
TUSANEZA $250, 000 in cash drug proceeds in exchange for
TUSANEZA' s agreenent to pledge her property for the bail bond to
make it appear as if the property was legitimte collateral for
t he $250, 000 bond posted by IFIC. Victor CGonzal ez al so delivered
a total of $275,000 in cash drug proceeds to Dani el Gonzal ez and
Olando Vvalle, who were enpl oyees of ABS, between February and
April of 1998 to secretly secure ABS s obligation to reinburse
IFIC if the bond was forfeited.

Court records indicate that in June 1998, Marcos
Gonzal ez failed to appear as required, and that he is currently a
fugitive. As aresult of Gonzalez’'s failure to appear, |FIC was
required to forfeit the bond and pay $250,000 to Westchester
County.

TUSANEZA, a resident of Yonkers, New York, faces a
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maxi mum penalty of 20 years’ inprisonnent, a fine of at |east
$500, 000, and forfeiture of her property at 274 Park H ||l Avenue.
She is scheduled to be sentenced by United States District Judge
SIDNEY H STEIN on May 30, 2003.

Robert Berretta, Daniel Gonzalez and Ol ando Valle
previously pled guilty to the same noney | aunderi ng char ge.
Dani el Gonzal ez was sentenced to 52 nonths’ inprisonnent. Valle
was sentenced to 33 nonths’ inprisonnent. Berretta is schedul ed
to be sentenced on April 18, 2003.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Internal Revenue
Service, Crimnal Investigation, and the Drug Enforcenent
Adm nistration in this investigation.

Assi stant United States Attorney BART G VAN DE WEGHE
is in charge of the prosecution.
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